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Big Hollow School District #38, Ingleside, Il 60041 

Board of Education Special Meeting 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 

August 26, 2013 – 7:22 p.m. – Big Hollow Middle School Library  

 

Guests:  Please see the attached list 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 

A.  Call to Order:  President Gallichio called the meeting to order at 7:22 p.m.  

B. Pledge of Allegiance:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

C. Roll Call:  Christine Arndt called the roll with the following members answering 

“present” Jim DeVito, Vickie Gallichio, Heather Janquart, Vivian Kueter, Kristina 

Lancaster, Doug Pedersen  

Administration Present:  Dr. Christine Demory, Christine Arndt, Lenayn Janusz, Bill 

Schufreider, Lisa Wodek, Michelle Dzik, Richard Engstrom  

D.  Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Heather Janquart and seconded by Doug 

Pedersen to approve the agenda.  Upon roll call vote the motion passed.  6 ayes, 0 ayes. 

Aye:  Heather Janquart, Doug Pedersen, Jim DeVito, Vickie Gallichio, Vivian Kueter, 

Kristina Lancaster  

Nay:  None  

E.  Public Comments: 

1.  Dan Kaye – Mr. Kaye expressed his concerns that changing the Middle School Day  

start time would have on the 8
th

 grade students that attend the Grant High School 

Math program.  

2. Michelle Connolly – Mrs. Connolly read a statement regarding her concerns about 

changing the Middle School Day start time on the 8
th

 grade students that attend the 

Grant High School Math program and the reasons why it shouldn’t be changed.   

3. Mary Diana – Mrs. Diana shared that her comments are the same as Mrs. Connolly.  
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4. Jim Pecra – Mr. Pecra shared his concerns with how the bus routes were put together, 

that bus 7 goes by twice while their students are waiting for bus 8.  

5. Amy Orr – Mrs. Orr stated that it is a benefit to contract with an outside company.  

We should be holding them to a higher parameter.  There should be no reason for the 

“B” route.  

6. Laurie Barnowski – Mrs. Barnowski shared her concerns about how changing the 

middle school time would affect the Grant Math students.  What would happen to the 

lunch times? What other options are there?  

7. Jill Wright – Mrs. Wright agreed with what everyone else has said regarding their 

concerns for the students that attend the Grant Math program.   

8. Gina Pemberton – Mrs. Pemberton shared her concerns regarding a bus stop that is 

considered a dangerous bus stop.  The bus does not go up to the stop because it can’t 

turn around but construction trucks are able to.   

9. Steve Lanham – Mr. Lanham thanked the Board and expressed his concerns the time 

change to the middle school would have on the Grant Math students.  He shared that 

the current transportation program is not working.   

10. John Mazur – Mr. Mazur said he “echoed” everything that has been said.  He stated 

that he felt it was improper planning of the bus routes. 

11. Laura Ulinski – Mrs. Ulinski stated that she feels that the Primary and Elementary 

building times should be changed not the Middle School where it would impact the 

students attending the Grant Math program. The bus company should be held 

accountable.   

12.  Jill Matoka – Mrs. Matoka thanked all the parents for expressing her concerns.  She 

asked if we were looking at all the options.  Should we come up with additional 

busses.  

13. Penny Krotky – Mrs. Krotky shared that they do not have the same bus driver as last 

year and how their old bus will drive, skip two routes and then pick-up another group 

of students.  Her students stand waiting for the bus as other busses keep passing them 

by and picking up students.  She questioned who designed the bus routes.  How is it 

possible to be dropping off middle school students when the same bus is supposed to 

be back at the primary/elementary buildings picking up students.  There is no 

accountability with the bus company.  We need to hold them accountable.  
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14. Christa Remback – Mrs. Remback shared her concerns regarding the bus route Duck 

Lake Crossing and how unsafe it is.  She stated that busses can get up to the stop.  

The busses at least could go up to Chris Larken.  

15. Angela Bujan – Mrs. Bujan shared that the bus company needs to come up with 

creative alternatives.  There were good reasons why the Primary/Elementary times 

were changed.  

16. Justin Smith – Mr. Smith shared that on the first day of Kindergarten his child did not 

get home until after 5:00 p.m.   Students are still at school an hour after dismissal.   

F.  Business 

1.  Student Transportation Services:  Building Administrator’s Christine Arndt, Primary 

and Lenayn Janusz, Elementary shared with the Board information regarding bus 

tags, history of dismissal at the end of the day and a recap of last week.  It was shared 

that the busses have not arrived on time all week, the earliest bus arrived at 3:30 p.m.  

The staff worked together at the end of the day to have students lined up for their 

designated bus and were escorted to their bus when it arrived.  Concerns included that 

students need to be in the buildings by 8:30 a.m. and that the buses need to allow time 

for children to unload in the morning.  Students should not be dropped off before 8:20 

a.m. unless they are on a route of a double bus run.  Buses need to be here and be 

ready to load when the bell rings at 3:15 p.m.  Time is the main factor.   

Building Administrator Bill Schufreider, Middle School shared how things were 

going at the Middle School with the change of busses picking up students earlier in 

the morning.  The last “B” bus left the Middle school today at 3:16 p.m.    

Dr. Demory shared that we recognize that our system is broken and that we do not 

want to compromise the education of our students.  We can’t compromise the Grant 

program.  We will need to look at all options.  Our children deserve better than this, 

and that we are looking for a solution.  

Dr. Demory asked Ron Brandt – Durham Transportation Representative to address 

the Board.   

Mr. Ron Brandt agreed that the information that was shared by the administrators was 

accurate.  We analyzed the bus routes during the summer and we did tell the district 

that we could do it.  There is no way that we can do it in the current time frame even 

if we had twenty buses.  We need fifteen minutes more between the schools or it can’t 

be done.   

In order to eliminate double bus runs it would take more busses.   
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Board member Heather Janquart referred to the minutes of April 15 where Durham 

stated that we wouldn’t need double bus runs at the end of the day.  

In the morning the middle school runs have been pushed up by fifteen minutes, why 

didn’t the primary and elementary runs come in on time this morning.  Only the 

Middle school parents were notified that their times were changed.  The busses 

waiting and left at their normal stated time for the Primary and Elementary runs.  

Primary and Elementary parents had not been notified that there had been a change in 

the middle school schedule, so the bus company did not have the primary and 

elementary runs pick up early. 

Board member Heather Janquart inquired about the capacity of students on a bus.  

Mr. Brandt recommended that it is 52 on the middle school routes because the 

students are bigger and that there are two to a seat.  Board member Heather Janquart 

stated that bus 5A only has 27 students on the bus.  The bus routes have changed 

dramatically since last year.   

Board member Heather Janquart noted that busses are stopping several times every 

half a block.  Should we be consolidating some of these stops.  

Last year there were 12 busses and not Middle school “B” runs..   

Two busses were added this year and we have “B” runs at the Middle school.  

Mr. Brandt shared that kids, geography and traffic factor into the routes.  By changing 

the Primary/Elementary starting time the district shortened the amount of time 

between the two buildings ending times.  Fifteen minutes are needed in the afternoon.   

Board member Kristina Lancaster stated that a bus can’t be at Lakemoor at 2:50 p.m. 

dropping off middle school students and back at 3:15 p.m. to pick up the primary and 

elementary students, that it is impossible.  How does the district know that fifteen 

minutes will be the solution.  Durham should be obligated to fix this.  The change to 

the Primary/Elementary day was well thought out, we can’t change the school day 

because of busses. 

Mr. Brandt stated that they were wrong.  The way to fix the problem is to add fifteen 

minutes in the morning and fifteen minutes in the afternoon.    

Board member Kristina Lancaster exited the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  

Board President Vickie Gallichio inquired if the district had a Big Hollow employee 

helping with the routes.  Mr. Brandt said no, that the router from Durham was wrong 

with the routes.  Mr. Brandt stated that himself, Chris Fuchs and Phyllis Schweiss 
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would be involved in reviewing the current routes.  Chris Fuchs stated that they had 

started reviewing the routes over the weekend.   

Dr. Demory asked Business Manager Rick Engstrom how much does the district 

receive for reimbursement for Transportation.  Mr. Engstrom reported about 45%.    

Dr. Demory recommended that eliminating the “B” runs would be a good thing.  The 

addition of another bus would cost the district approximately $43,000.  Dr. Demory 

suggested that the Board go with the originally proposed 16 busses.   

Board member Heather Janquart stated that the district is currently operating in the 

red. 

G.  Business:Recommended Action Items:  Consider Motions To: 

1. Approve additional Bus Routes to Eliminate Current “B” Runs  

Board President  Gallichio asked for a motion to add two additional bus routes to 

eliminate current “B” runs.  There was no motion.  The motion died.  

Board President Gallichio asked for a motion to add one additional bus route.  There 

was no motion.  The motion died. 

Board President Gallichio recommended that Durham look at last year’s routes.  Mr. 

Brandt said that Durham would need a two week minimum to re-route the district bus 

routes.  

The Board will be tabling the discussion on double busses until the re-routing of the 

bus routes.   

The busses are still not arriving on time at the Primary/Elementary buildings.  Mr. 

Brandt said picking up the Primary/Elementary students 15 minutes in the morning 

would resolve the issue.  Currently the only bus runs that are not coming in on time 

are the Lakemoor busses and the double run busses.   

2.  Middle School Start and End times  

Dr. Demory stated that the Grant math student program is a sacred cow and that the 

Middle School day should not change.  The primary/elementary buildings starting 

time can be moved back by 15 minutes.   

If the Middle school is not going to be changing should they go back to the original 

bus pick-up times and not pick up fifteen minutes early.   
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Administrator Lenayn Janusz commented that if it had been posted on the agenda that 

the primary and elementary times may change that there would be parents to express 

their concerns if the primary and elementary starting time is changes.  

Dr. Demory recommended having the middle school go back to its original a.m. bus 

pick-up time.   

Board President Gallichio recommended that we leave them as is until Durham re-

routes the current bus routes.   

Board member Janquart inquired if we have made a change in pick-up time for the 

middle school why not the primary and elementary buildings in the morning.   

The Board gave direction to the Administration to notify all students who ride with an 

A/B run and the Lakemoor students their pick up time will be moved up by 15 

minutes.  The email blast will go out on Tuesday, August 27 to give the parents one 

full week to prepare. 

Durham is to work in conjunction with Donna Putzell to review the bus runs and 

make the necessary adjustments to the runs keeping it to 14 buses, even if that 

includes more than 52 students on MS bus. 

Durham will come back with the new routes/plan within two weeks. 

While we  understand the change of pick up time will NOT alleviate the afternoon 

problem, it will get the children to school on time so they can receive a full day of 

education.  

Business Recommended Action Items:  Consider Motions To: 

2. Approve change in the Middle School Start and End Times 

No action was taken on the Middle School Start and End Times.  

H.  Other/Comments/Announcements:   

1.  Regular School Meeting on Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  

I. Adjournment: 

A motion was made by Vivian Kueter and seconded by Heather Janquart to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:10 p.m.   Upon roll call vote the motion passed.  5 ayes, 0 nayes. 

Aye:  Vivian Kueter, Heather Janquart, Jim DeVito, Vickie Gallichio, Doug Pedersen  
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Nay:  None  

 

_____________________________  __________________________ 

Victoria Gallichio, President    Doug Pedersen, Secretary 

Board of Education     Board of Education  

 


