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Information continues to come through related to COVID-19, also known as the Coronavirus.  

If our District becomes aware of staff or student probable cases of COVID-19, we will notify staff and 
parents/guardians through our messaging system and advise about any plans that could potentially 
interrupt education. We are in regular contact with health officials. At this time, the Illinois Department 
of Public Health has not recommended that we cancel or reschedule classes. We are monitoring 
information from local, state and federal officials about the COVID-19 virus. We are following advice 
from the Illinois Department of Public Health, the Lake County Department of Health, and the Illinois 
State Board of Education with respect to preparations and possible responses.  

On March 10, 2020 our district leadership held a pandemic planning committee meeting which consisted 
of administrators, board members, teachers and school nurses.  The agenda outlining what was discussed 
at that meeting has been attached to this correspondence (Appendix A).  

For now, the most important thing you can do to protect yourself and your children is to follow the 
standard preventive practices. There are a number of steps that students, staff and community members 
can take to minimize the spread of all respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, according to the Illinois 
Department of Public Health:  

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.  

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

● Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

● Stay home when you are sick.  

● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.  

● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  

● Consult with your healthcare provider about getting an influenza vaccination if you haven’t 
already done so.  

http://www.bighollow.us/


With spring break travel looming, our school district aligns itself with current guidelines put forth 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention(CDC). Currently, the CDC recommends if you are returning from the countries 
identified by the CDC as "Level 3" (currently China, South Korea, Italy, and Iran) that you 
self-quarantine for 14 days after the day you return to the U.S. and monitor your health. (Please 
note that countries listed as Level 3 may change. We recommend that you check the CDC website 
every day for the latest update.) 

Families and staff members who are planning to travel outside of the United States will be asked to 
complete a “self-reporting international travel form.”  This form will be sent through email in the coming 
days, and we are just asking for self-reporting for our tracking purposes.  However, you are not required 
to fill it out.  We will continue to monitor the recommendations and information from the CDC and will 
follow their recommendations, which could potentially result in requiring self-quarantine. 

We are in the process of preparing an “at-home” learning plan for students in case there is a need for a 
lengthy shut down of our schools in the future.  There are many factors involved in creating a system 
that is both equitable and effective in continuing the education process for our students.  More 
information regarding this plan will be coming forward soon.  

The health and wellbeing of our guests, students, and staff are important to us. In our schools, we are 
implementing some important preventative health measures, including increasing the frequency and 
intensity of our daily cleaning routines.  Disinfectants are being utilized regularly on hard surfaces, 
including busses and bathrooms.  

At this time, the Illinois Department of Public Health is not recommending use of masks or gloves, 
cancelling mass gatherings, or cancelling classes.  However, these recommendations could change at 
any time based on new developments.  We will do our very best to keep you all informed in a timely 
manner.  We are keeping updated information on our website at 
https://www.bighollow.us/parents/coronavirus.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have 
any questions or concerns (bobgold@bighollow.us). 
 

 
Robert B. Gold 
Superintendent 
Big Hollow School District 38 

https://www.bighollow.us/parents/coronavirus
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Pandemic Planning Meeting 

March 10, 2020 

4:30 p.m. in the BHMS Library 

 

Agenda 

● Sign-in sheet 

○ Introductions 

○ Rationale and background 

● Key resources: 

○ http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-

list/coronavirus 

○ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

○ https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/03/dont-panic-the-comprehensive-ars-

technica-guide-to-the-coronavirus/  

● Emergency operation plan 

○ Mr. Gold has been talking to other superintendents about school closings. 

Superintendents will continue to communicate with each other and determine 

closings as they do with snow days.  

○ Communication with Lake County Health Department (LCHD) 

■ Mr. Gold has the after-hours emergency number as well as the direct 

number for a doctor at the LCHD who is to be contacted if we are 

contemplating a school closure. 

○ Information sharing 

■ Current data from BHSD nurses 

■ New update will be sent to parents soon.   

○ School closure:  support services 

■ Who makes the decision to close schools? 

● Local districts, acting in accordance with guidance from IDPH and 

local public health departments. 

● IDPH is not recommended closure at this time. 

■ Use of 5 emergency days vs. “act of God” days 
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■ Providing continuity of education 

● Changes to e-learning requirements 

● Update on where we are at in developing a plan 

■ Continuity of school meal program 

● Working on a plan to provide access to meals for families for free 

and reduced lunch.  

■ Parents who choose to self-quarantine their children can do so without 

worrying about school attendance policies. 

■ What happens if private special education facilities close where we have 

students enrolled? 

● Big Hollow is responsible for continuing services for all kids if our 

schools remain open.  

○ Cleaning procedures and routines  

■ Ordered 2- 55 gallon drums of disinfectant as well as a fogger for hard 

surfaces, drinking fountains, desks, etc. Still determining how long it 

would take to clean. Will use sprayers until foggers come in. Buses and 

bathrooms would be a focus for cleaning.  

● Recommended precautions that should be taken at this time 

○ Any student returning from a location with sustained widespread transmission 

(Travel Level 3 Warning) should not attend school for 14 days after the return.  

However, this cannot be forced upon by BHSD.  Decisions to quarantine students 

must be made by state or local public health officials. 

■ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-

precautions.html 

○ Parents may be requested to report their travel plans outside of the country. 

■ Google form via email 

■ Encourage families to self-report and self-quarantine 

● What does IDPH currently recommend? 

○ Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 

water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol. 

○ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

○ Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

○ Stay home when you are sick. 

○ Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

○ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

○ Consult with your healthcare provider about getting an influenza vaccination if 

you haven’t already done so. 

● What does IDPH not recommend? 

○ The use of masks or gloves 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html


○ Cancelling mass gatherings 

○ Cancelling classes  

 




